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XL.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. ENGLISH PUBLICATIONS. 


Autrnovueu ‘ The Naturalist on the Amazons’ ¥ is not specially 
addressed to the ornithologist, Mr. Bates’s volumes will receive 
a hearty welcome from every lover of nature, whatever particular 
branch of animal or vegetable life he may turn his attention to. 
Mr. Bates left England, in company with Mr. Wallace, in 1847, 
and remained nearly twelve years, without intermission, at various 
stations on the banks of the Amazon, between Para and San 
Paulo. During this time he devoted himself without ceasing to 
natural history, and collected specimens of nearly 15,000 species 
of various classes of animals, the far greater proportion of 
these being insects, to the study of which class Mr. Bates has 
principally paid attention. It is much to be regretted that 
Mr. Bates’s collection of birds, of which about 360 species were 
obtained, has been dispersed without any complete record 
having been preseryed of their names and localities. Unfortu- 
nately, too, Mr. Wallace lost the greater part of his collections 
by shipwreck on his return-voyage to England, so that the 
opportunity of making a valuable contribution to ornithological 
geography which might have resulted from the careful record 
of the localities of the specimens of these two diligent collectors 
has been lost. This is the more to be regretted as we have few 
authorities on the ornithology of the Amazons, except Spix and 
Martius and the somewhat unsatisfactory labours of MM. Castel- 
nau and Deville; and it will probably be many years before two 
naturalists so capable as Messrs. Wallace and Bates will again 
devote themselves to the task. 

Though, as we have already stated, entomology is Mr. Bates’s 
forte, numerous passages of especial interest to the ornithologist 
will be found throughout his volumes; and those who admire 

* The Naturalist on the River Amazons, a record of adventures, habits 
of animals, sketches of Brazilian and Indian life and aspects of nature 
under the Equator during eleven years of travel. By Henry Walter Bates. 
2vols. London, 1863. Murray. 

t A list of one of Mr. Bates’s collections of birds from Ega and the Rio 


Javarri will be found in the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological Society’ for 
1857, p. 261. 
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the products of Mr. Wolf’s pencil will find an additional attrac- 
tion in some of the woodcuts, especially the frontispiece to Vol. I., 
where the author is represented as beset by a noisy group of 
Curl-crested Toucans (Pteroglossus beauharnaisi), excited by the 
cries of one of their wounded companions. 


The ‘Edinburgh Philosophical Journal? for July last contains 
a description, by Sir William Jardine, of a West African species 
of Spine-tailed Swift (which has been hitherto confounded with 
A, sabini), under the name Acanihylis hartlaubi. The bird is the 
same as that described by us, at the Meeting of the Zoological 
Society on the 26th of May last, as Chetura cassini*. Sir William 
Jardine quotes the notice of our paper having been read from 
the report given in the ‘Atheneum’ of May 30th, but remarks 
that he “cannot recognize such notices as descriptions, or as any 
authority for a name.” To this we may reply that it has been 
the general practice of naturalists to consider papers read before 
learned Societies, and subsequently published in their “ Pro- 
ceedings” and “ Transactions,” as bearing date from the time of 
their being read; and that if this practice be followed, the name 
hartlaubi must give way to that of cassini. On the other hand, 
there can be no doubt that the former name is that under which 
the first published description of the bird appears. We trust that 
our two respected brethren of the British Ornithological Union 
at Bremen and Philadelphia, who are so nearly concerned in the 
matter, will not fall out upon this grave question of precedence. 


In the 58th Number of Mr. Bree’s ‘ Birds of Europe,’ published 
on the Ist of July last, the history of the “ Birds of Europe not 
observed in the British Isles” is terminated, and an Appendix 
containing some additional species, omitted from the body of the 
work, commenced. At the beginning of this Appendix we are 
startled by the appearance of a new European species of Accipiter, 
proposed to be called Accipiter gurneyi. The specimens upon 
which this supposed new species is founded are those procured 
at Beyrout by Mr. Louis Lauretta, and noticed in Mr. Gurney’s 
article in the first volume of this Journal (p. 390) as Accipiter 

* See P. Z. S., 1863, p. 205. 
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sphenurus. Mr. Bree seems to think it out of the question that 
they can be referable to Riippell’s bird, the dimensions given 
by Rüppell being considerably less than those of the Syrian 
specimens. But knowing how great is the variation in the 
dimensions of skins according to the way in which they are 
prepared, we cannot allow that this single fact is sufficient to 
prove the distinctness of this bird. Having a second time 
examined the skins and referred to Riippell’s plate, we are still 
inclined to believe that the Syrian skins are in all probability re- 
ferable to Accipiter sphenurus of Rüppell. In every respect except 
size they agree well with Riippell’s figure; and Mr. Bree would, 
we think, have done better to defer describing his “new species” 
until he had had an opportunity of comparing them with 
authentic examples of Riippell’s bird. 

“The claim of Falco gurneyi to a place in the European avi- 
fauna,” Mr. Bree informs us, “ rests at present on a single im- 
mature specimen received by Mr. Gurney from Athens.” 


Mr. Blyth’s Report on additions to the Zoological collection 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, published in the first number 
of that Society’s Journal for the present year (p. 73 et seq.), con- 
tains some notes on the species of birds collected by Mr. W. T. 
Blanford, of the Indian Geological Survey in Burmah, amongst 
which are several new species or distinguishable local races— 
Miilleri-picus feldent, Picus blanfordi, Sturnopastor superciliaris, 
Turnix blanfordi, &e. Rhodophila melanoleuca, the new Saxi- 
coline form lately discovered by Dr. Jerdon on the Ganges (cf. 
Ibis, 1862, p. 386), was also met with by Mr. Blanford in 
Arakan. 

Mr. Blyth’s Report also contains descriptions of the novelties 
lately obtained by Lieut.-Col. Tytler in the Andaman Islands, 
which have been already noticed, anteà, p. 119. The specific 
name of the new Dendrocitta is bayleyi (scr. bayleii), and not 
bazlei, as printed in p. 119. 


Dr. Mouat’s volume on the Andamans* concludes with an 


* Adventures and Researches among the Andaman Islanders. By Fred. 
J. Mouat, M.D. London, 1863. Hurst and Blackett. 
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Appendix by Mr. Blyth, in which a summary of the little we 
yet know of the natural history of this group of islands is 
given. Of the class Aves sixty-one species are enumerated, of 
which eight are, as far as is hitherto known, peculiar to the An- 
damans, namely, 


Heematornis elgini, Blyth. Oreocincla infra-marginata, Blyth. 
Mulleripicus hodgei, Blyth. Copsychus albiventris, Blyth. 
Picus andamanensis, Blyth. Osmotreron chloroptera, Blyth. 
Dendrocitta bayleu, Tytler. Euryzona canningi, Tytler. 


Three others, Palæornis erythrogenys, Temenuchus erythropygius, 
and Geocichla innotata, are common to the Andamans and Nico- 
bar Islands. The remainder are species found also on the 
neighbouring mainland the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal. 
Lieut.-Col. Tytler, a well-known Indian field-naturalist, being 
now in command at Port Blair, will, we have little doubt, soon 
render our knowledge of this interesting fauna much more 
complete. 


Mr. Sabine Baring-Gould’s new work upon Iceland * contains 
besides various interesting passages on the birds met with during 
his travels scattered through its pages, an essay on the ornithology 
of that country, from the pen of our valued contributor Mr. Alfred 
Newton, which those who know the extent of Mr. Newton’s 
acquaintance with the birds of Arctic Europe and America will 
hardly require to be told forms an exhaustive résumé of the 
present state of our knowledge of this subject. Mr. Newton 
commences with a short historical summary of works relating to 
Icelandic ornithology, followed by a list of authors and their 
writings. He then proceeds to give a sketch of the avifauna 
of Iceland in the following terms :—“ The character of the avi- 
fauna of the country, as might have been expected from its 
geographical position, is essentially European, just as that of 
Greenland has American tendencies. Indeed, dismissing from 
our consideration the species of purely Polar type, which are 
common to the whole Arctic region, there are, as far as my 
knowledge extends, only four or five which make Iceland their 


* Teeland: its Scenes and Sagas. By Sabine Baring-Gould. London, 
1863. Smith, Elder, & Co. 
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home without inhabiting some other part of continental Europe. 
These are the Iceland Falcon, the Northern Wren (which, how- 
ever, does occur as a resident in the Færoes), the Iceland Ptar- 
migan, the Iceland Golden-eye, and the Harlequin Duck. The 
first is by most ornithologists of the present day recognized as 
distinct from the true Gyr-Falcon ; and though the differences 
between them are but slight, I believe no one has ever observed 
the characteristics of the Scandinavian form in an Icelandic spe- 
cimen. The second has been but lately separated from our own 
Common Wren, which is a bird as well known throughout the 
greater part of the Continent as in this country; but I believe 
the separation is deserved. The third, the Ptarmigan, certainly 
differs in some respects very considerably from the bird which 
occurs in Scotland and Norway, and much more nearly resembles 
the form found in Greenland. The fourth and fifth are most un- 
questionably distinct species ; and both are found breeding over a 
good part of the Arctic portion of the New World, while neither 
occurs in the rest of Europe, except accidentally. I am only 
aware of one species which does not properly belong to Europe, 
and which yet occurs frequently in Iceland without breeding 
there; this is the Greenland Falcon.” 

Mr. Newton then gives a brilliant sketch of the more noticeable 
features of the ornithology of Iceland, as they strike the eye of 
the observant traveller, which we would also gladly transfer to 
these pages did space permit. This is followed by a systematic 
list of the birds which have been hitherto recognized with 
certainty as occurring in the country, with notes on each species. 
Mr. Newton enumerates 


Accipit a mE 6 

Passeres ae e 14 | altogether 89 species as having 
Gallinæ ...... l? been observed in Iceland— 
Grall 7a 21 | 

Anseres T 47 


a list which shows at a glance the richness of the Natatorial and 
the poverty of the Passerine Orders in these northern climes. 
Concerning the Gare-fowl (Alca impennis), without doubt the 
most interesting member of the Icelandic avifauna, Mr. Newton 
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has nothing to add to the elaborate account of this bird which 
he has already contributed to this Journal*. 

With regard to the prospects of future explorers in this country, 
Mr. Newton is “inclined to believe that Iceland offers a field 
of considerable promise to the ornithologist; and though it is 
not to be at all expected that any previously undescribed species 
of birds will reveal themselves, yet many possessing great in- 
terest commonly frequent both the coast and the interior. 
Besides which, it is not beyond the bounds of probability that 
one or two of those whose places of retreat during the nesting- 
season, if not altogether unknown, are still shrouded in much 
mystery, may be found breeding on some lonely Icelandic 
‘heiði? Of these I might mention the Knot and the Sander- 
lmg, and perhaps even the Grey Plover (Squatarola helvetica), 
though this latter bird of almost ubiquitous occurrence does 
not seem hitherto to have been met with in the island, as likely 
to reward the search of some future investigator.” 


2. GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 


The first number of Wiegmann’s ‘ Archiv fiir Naturgeschichte’ 
for the present year contains (p. 119) the commencement of an 
article by Messrs. Philippi and Landbeck, entitled “ Beiträge 
zur Fauna von Peru,” in which several new birds are described. 
(1) Synallaxis striata, from Arica, allied to S. egithaloides and 
S. maluroides. (2) Chlorospiza erythronota, a species of Phry- 
gilus allied to P. diuca and P. speculifer. (8) Pitylus albociliaris, 
from the Peruvian Cordilleras. (4) Sterna lorata, allied to S. 
minuta of Europe ; (5) Sterna frobeenii; (6) Sterna comata,— 
all three from the Bay of Arica, in Peru. (7) Leistes albipes. 
These supposed new species are all from a collection made by 
the late Herr Frobeen in Peru. 


3. SCANDINAVIAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Though apparently published three years ago, we have only 
lately seen ‘A Review of Swedish Ornithological Literature ’+ 


* See The Ibis, 1861, p. 374. 
+ Ofversigt af Sveriges Ornithologiska Litteratur, af Johann Otto von 
Friesen. Stockholm, 1860. 8vo. pp. 44. 
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—a most useful little work. Its title-page, which we have 
not given in full below, declares it to be the thesis, or act, 
publicly read by its author before the University of Upsala 
for a degree in philosophy. Herr von Friesen seems to us to 
have discharged his task extremely well; and his pamphlet is a 
valuable index to Swedish ornithology. It is not possible for 
such bibliographical lists to be at a first attempt quite compre- 
hensive ; and here we have noticed, on but a cursory examination, 
two omissions :—the first edition of Mr.-Wheelwright’s ‘ Com- 
parative List of the Birds of Scandinavia and Great Britain,’ 
printed in 1852,—a curious circumstance, for this edition was 
published with the author’s name, while the second edition, 
printed in 1859, which Herr von Friesen includes, was pub- 
lished anonymously. The ‘ Travels of Acerbi’ also, full of errors 
as they are, we should have thought merited mention; but we 
heartily congratulate the land of Linnzeus on producing another 
hopeful scion, and we feel sure. we shall, before long, hear more 
of her new Doctor of Philosophy. 


It is a real pleasure to us to notice so meritorious a treatise 
as Sysselmand H. C. Miuller’s “ Bird-Fauna of the Færöes”*, 
in the fourth volume of ‘ Scientific Communications,’ just pub- 
lished by the Natural-History Union of Copenhagen. Herr 
Miller, who enjoys equally the confidence of his fellow-country- 
men (as shown by the fact of his representing them in the 
Danish Parliament) and the esteem of all English visitors to his 
native islands, has for many years past been an attentive observer 
of their birds; nay, more, he has almost lived among the latter. 
The results of his experience, for which we have been long 
waiting, are now before us, and prove him to be a worthy suc- 
cessor to those who have hitherto been the only elucidators of 
Feerdese ornithology—Debes and Landt, Graba and Wolley. 

As the language of Denmark, notwithstanding the auspicious 
alliance now happily existing between that nation and England, 
is “not commonly understanded of the people” of this country, 


* Ferdernes Fuglefauna med Bemærkninger om Fuglefangsten, af 
Sysselmand H. C. Müller. Videnskab. Meddelels. for 1862, pp. 1-78. 
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we so much the more regret we can only make a few remarks on 
Mr. Müller’s paper. 

One hundred and twenty-four species of birds are given as 
having occurred in the Færöes, of which of course the greater 
number are merely stragelers*: forty-four, however, certainly 
breed there yearly, besides three more which probably do so, and 
four which are believed to have done so formerly. Herr Miller’s 
observations with regard to two supposed species (Corvus leuco- 
pheus and Uria leucophthalma) are, we think, conclusive, and we 
hope never to hear either of them again spoken of as a good species. 
Of the first he says, “As is known, there occurs here a white- 
spotted variety, ‘ Qvujt-ravnur’ (white Raven), Corvus leuco- 
pheus, Vieill. It is sometimes found paired with the Common 
Raven. A few pairs of the black Raven have annually in their 
nest one, two, or more young which are pied. For several years I 
used to get annually one or two pied young from a place where a 
pair of black Ravens annually built; but of late years they have 
only had black young in the nest.”” With respect to the other, Mr. `’ 
Müller states that it “is certainly only a variety of Urta troile ; 
for I have been an eye-witness that a Ringed and a Common 
Guillemot have paired themselves together, and besides have seen 
a ringvia [sc. leucophthalma| feed a young one which a troile 
had under its wing.” The remarks on fowling, the staple 
branch of industry in the islands, are full of interest, and show 
that, whatever the political merits of the M.P. for the Ferdes 
may be, his qualifications as a cragsman and an ornithologist are 


beyond doubt. 


The same volume of the ‘ Videnskabelige Meddelelser’ also 
contains (pp. 337-339) an abstract of some observations, by 
Professor Reinhardt, on Troglodytes borealis (vide The Ibis, 1862, 
pp. 296 & 381), in which our excellent correspondent points out 
that all the peculiarities seized on by its describer as specific 
characters are not entirely to be trusted, and he suggests others 


* Herr Müller does not include Cypselus apus, of which Mr. Wolley 
states that he saw a single example on one of the islands (‘ Contributions 
to Ornithology,’ 1850, p. 109). 
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as more diagnostic; but the Professor appears to think that the 
distinctness of the newly recognized form is well established. 


In the revived ‘ Kroyer’s Tidsskrift, Herr Fischer continues 
his “ Observations on the Birds of Denmark, especially as re- 
gards Vendsyssel’’*, the first part of which we before noticed 
(Ibis, 1862, p. 382). The paper seems to be carefully drawn 
up; but the district does not present any great ornithological 
novelty. Herr Fischer states that the Grey Partridge (Perdix 
cinerea) is decreasing in numbers, a fact which he appears to 
attribute to a method the poachers have of setting a spike in the 
nests of this species. In consequence, the hen bird, being un- 
able to brood, contmues to lay eggs. A man who had himself 
tried this cruel process, worthy of the country of the Vandals, 
assured Herr Fischer of its truth, adding that he had at last 
found the hen dead by the nest. The same author also con- 
tributes a paper on the “ Birds of Bornholm,” chiefly remarkable 
for a detailed account of the breeding of the Nutcracker (Nuci- 
fraga caryocatactes) as observed there by himself and his friends, 
one of whom, Pastor Theobald, has already given a short notice 
on the subject, which will be found in the ‘ Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society’ for 1862, pp. 206-208. 


4, ITALIAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Although we are always glad to welcome new contributors to 
the literature of ornithology, it is difficult to give much en- 
couragement to Signor Benvenuti’s first attempts at the descrip- 
tion of new species of birds. It will suffice to say that this 
gentleman, who signs himself “ Aiuto aggregato alla Cattedra 
di Zoologia dei Vertebrati nel Real Museo di Fisica e Storia 
Naturale di Firenze,” sets to work to describe four Humming- 
birds as new without ever having, as he himself acknowledges, 
consulted Mr. Gould’s Monograph of the group!+ ‘This would 


* Nogle Jagttagelser over Danmarks Fugle, med særligt hensyn til 
Vendsyssel, af S. C. H. Fischer. 

+ Descrizione di quattro nuove specie della famiglia dei Trochilidi pro- 
venienti dalla Nuova Granata e di una nuova specie di Sylvia del Brasile, 
di Enrico Benvenuti, &e. Firenze, 1863. 
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not so much matter, perhaps, if the characters given were suffi- 
cient for the recognition of the species. With regard to the 
supposed new Brazilian Sylwia, every naturalist who has paid the 
least attention to South American ornithology must be aware that 
no bird of this form occurs in the New World at all, the repre- 
sentative group of Mniotiltine being readily distinguishable from 
Sylvia and its allies by the want of the first. spurious primary. 
Signor Benvenuti would have done better to have followed the 
good advice given to him by M. Auguste Sallé, and to have 
taken steps to have his birds compared with specimens in the 
French and English collections before describing them as new 
on his own authority. 


The fourth volume of the Acts of the Italian Society of Na- 
tural Sciences* contains several ornithological papers. Signor 
P. Lanfossi writes of Muscicapa albicollis and its allies, M. luctu- 
osa and M. speculigerat, which he proposes to reunite as varieties 
of the same species. The same author also treats subsequently 
(p. 103) of the Sylvians of the genera Calamoherpe and Hip- 
polais. 

Signor E. Giglioll, who is now working as a student of 
zoology in London, contributes to the same journal an article 
on the geographical distribution of birds, principally translated 
from the Memoir on that subject published in the ‘ Journal of 
the Proceedings of the Linnean Society’ for 1857. 


5. AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Mr. Coues’s “ Review of the Terns of North America,” pub- 
lished in last year’s volume of the ‘ Proceedings of the Phila- 
delphian Academy,’ has been for some time in our hands, and 
would have been noticed before this, had space permitted it. The 
principal aim of the paper is to give the results of a “ careful 
comparison of the more or less intimately related ?” North Ame- 
rican and European species of this group, which the command 
of a very extensive series of specimens from both continents has 
enabled him to do. At the same time Mr. Coues has discussed 


* Atti della Società Italiana di Scienze Naturali. Milano, 1863, vol. iv. 
t Intorno ad alcune sorte di Pigliamosche o Muscicape, p. 71. 
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other points of synonymy and relationship, upon which his 
thorough acquaintance with the subject well entitles him to ex- 
press his opinions. 

The simplest and most instructive method of giving the results 
of Mr. Coues’s paper will be a comparative Table of the Euro- 
pean and North American species of the group :— 


NORTH AMERICA. EUROPE. 


SS — 


m~ 


PACIFIC COAST. 


Thalasseus elegans. 


Sterna hirundo. 


—— pikii. 


Haliplana fuliginosa. 


ATLANTIC COAST. 


Gelochelidon anglica. 
Thalasseus caspius*. 
regius. 
acuflavidus. 
Sterna forsteri. 
hirundo. 
macroura. 
paradisea. 

—— antillarum. 
Hydrochelidon fissipes. 
Haliplana fuliginosa. 


Gelochelidon anglica. 
Thalasseus caspius. 


cantiacus. 


Sterna hirundo. 
macroura. 
paradisea. 
minuta. 
Hydrochelidon fissipes. 


Anous stolidus t. Anous stolidus. 


This list is believed by Mr. Coues to contain all the Terns 
known to inhabit North America. Sterna trudeauii of Audubon, 
known only from the typical specimen, may be an abnormal 
state of S. forsteri. Sterna havelli of the same author is believed 
to be “ merely the adult winter plumage of S. forsteri.” 


The only ornithological paper in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the 
Academy for this year, so far as we have received them, is an 
additional note by Mr. Coues on the North American Æygiothi. 
Additional skins of this group of birds, lately received by the 
Smithsonian Institution from all parts of North America, seem 
to show that the forms or races of Æ. linarius, long recognized in 
Europe as Æ. holbelh and Æ. rufescens, are also present in North 
America. With respect to the new species of Ægiothus intro- 
duced in his original article upon this subject, of which we have 
already given a notice (Ibis, 1862, p..187), Mr. Coues has had 


* The American bird is larger in size, and, should it be distinct, is pro- 
posed to be called T. imperator. 
+ Mr. Coues proposes the name A. frater for the Pacific bird, if distinct. 
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no reason to change any of his views, additional specimens con- 
firming the position assumed, especially as regards Æ. exilipes. 

We must take this opportunity of acknowledging Mr. Coues’s 
courtesy in transmitting to us specimens of the latter species 
and Æ. fuscescens. 


The ‘ Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History ’ 
for October of last year contain a paper by Mr. A. B. Verrill, 
entitled “ Notes on the Natural History of Anticosti,” con- 
taining an account of the investigations made during an expedi- 
tion to that island, undertaken by the author in the summer 
of 1861, in company with Messrs. Hyatt and Straker, “ for the 
purpose of studying the geology of Anticosti, and making col- 
lections of fossils and other objects of natural history.” The 
catalogue of the birds observed at Anticosti and in the vicinity 
contains about sixty species. The most interesting notes are 
those relating to the birds which breed on the rocks and shores of 
Anticosti. Of these the principal seem to be the Cliff-swallow 
(Hirundo lunifrons), which was breeding in large numbers at 
Cape Eagle “ under the high overhanging limestone-cliffs,” July 
15th; the Long-tailed Duck (Harelda glacialis), which “ breeds 
abundantly ;”’ and the Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator), 
which is “very common.” Amongst the land-birds, two spe- 
cimens of a species of Passerella were obtained, apparently dis- 
tinct from the common American P. iliaca, and provisionally de- 
scribed as new under the name P. obscura. 


Another ornithological paper by the same gentleman, of which 
we have received a separate copy, is a “ Catalogue of the Birds 
found at Norway, Oxford Co., Maine”*. Short notes are given 
referring to each species, and some very pertinent remarks on the 
importance of the study of geographical distribution precede 
the list, which is very superior to most of the local lists which 
come before us. 


* Reprinted from vol. iti. of the ‘ Proceedings of the Essex Institute.’ 
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